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Driving under the influence of illicit or prescription drugs is becoming a serious traffic safety problem, although minor compared to alcohol-impaired driving. Blood and/or urine from fatally injured drivers in northern Greece were tested for the presence of drugs (101 samples) and alcohol (161 samples).  Fifty per cent of blood alcohol samples were over the limit of 0.5g/l and of these, 19.3% were over 1.5g/l.  Twelve per cent of the samples tested for drugs, were positive (6.9% for one drug, 3% for one drug plus alcohol and 2% for more than one drug).  Drugs most commonly encountered were marijuana (3%), marijuana plus alcohol (3%) and opiates (3%). 
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