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     Labquality was established in 1971. It is an international, non-profit organisation owned by Hospital districts (19), Association of Finnish Local Authorities, Association of Finnish Chemists, Finnish Association of Medical Group Practices, Finnish Association of Clinical Chemistry, Private Clinical Laboratories, Finnish Medical Association and Finnish Red Cross. 

     Labquality’s objectives are to promote clinical laboratory work by distributing quality control specimens to laboratories and to check the performance standards of laboratories by collecting and processing the results of analyses. Labquality’s operations also include standardization of methods,  distribution of information and monitoring of international developments.

     In 2000, 2333 laboratories in 33 countries participate in Labquality’s surveys. Labquality’s quality system has been certified to ISO 9002:1994 standard since 1996. Labquality has been acting as the WHO Collaborating Center for Education and Training in Laboratory Quality Assurance since 1996.

     Labquality started an external quality assessment on abused drugs in urine in 1993. The surveys are arranged twice a year. The amount of participants have increased from year to year. In 2000, about 100 laboratories from seven countries and in 2001, 125 laboratories from eleven countries participated in these surveys and about twenty laboratories performed confirmation analyses. 

     The specimens are fresh human urine of the drug abusers with varied concentrations of different kinds of abused drugs. Available analytes in specimens are amphetamine and related substances, benzodiazepines, cannabinoids, cocaine & metabolites, methadone & metabolites, opiates, propoxyphene, etc..

     During these years, there have been laboratories which have not found all the analytes. For example MDMA, amphetamine and benzodiazepines have been found in variable extent by immunological screening. On the other hand, some confirmation laboratories have had difficulties to find certain analytes like e.g. pholcodine.

     According to the results of the questionaires made among the participating laboratories, 90 % of the screening laboratories confirm the positive screening results. Most laboratories (73.7 %) send the samples to a confirmation laboratory, e.g. to national institutes, to university hospitals or  to privite laboratories. Some laboratories (16.3%) have in their own laboratory GC/MS & confirmation methods available and they perform confirmation analyses by themselves. About 10 % of the laboratories do not confirm the positive screening results at all.

     The external quality control scheme is helping laboratories to improve their performance and to check their quality for more reliable results. External quality control schemes are also essential for laboratories in their accreditation process.
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