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The forensic toxicology community in Australia has an evolved laboratory certification and mandatory proficiency testing programs. All forensic laboratories are required to be accredited through a forensic science certification program managed by the National Association of Testing Authorities (NATA). All laboratories conducting forensic toxicology are accredited through this program. These laboratories are subject to biennial inspections, which now include certification to ISO 17025, the international ISO/IEC certification process designed for laboratories. To maintain competency each analyst/examiner must take part in at least one external proficiency program each year. In addition, the results of all proficiency programs are sent to NATA for an administrative review. A proficiency review committee (PRC) exists in toxicology/illicit drugs. This committee reviews the results of all proficiency results and advises NATA of any actions on laboratory’s deemed to have presented with less than ideal results.

The Australian-based proficiency programs include: collaborative trials for blood alcohol estimation, forensic toxicology and drugs and driving. In addition, some laboratories take part in the USA-based CTS and CAP programs.  

Laboratories providing a drugs-of-abuse testing service in Australia are also subject to NATA accreditation through a medical testing program. Certification processes are similar to the forensic laboratories and include testing to ISO/IEC 17025. Many laboratories are certified to the Australian Standard AS 4308 (Standards Australia) which prescribes the use of MS-confirmation techniques and sample continuity amongst other requirements. The urine-based program for drugs of abuse testing produced in Australia (Austox) is designed for such laboratories. Details of the proficiency programs and their evaluation will be provided in the lecture.
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