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Workplace drug testing (WDT) is performed on a large scale in the United States (it is estimated that 30 million US workers are controlled each year), and increasingly used in Europe. WDT is a regulated part of forensic toxicology and several guidelines exist in the different parts of the world: SAMHSA guidelines, Australian guidelines, UK and European guidelines. WDT in Europe is somewhat different from the US as regards the drugs that are tested for, cut-offs used and the emphasis on a more preventive approach. Recent developments have been the change of cut-offs for opiates in the US, the problem of urine adulteration (causing an increase in adulteration testing and increased research in normal values and ranges for physiological parameters as pH, density, creatinine, etc.), newer immunoassays (like the immunoassay for 6-monoacetylmorphine, that could change the way we test for opiates) and faster confirmation methods.
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