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During 2000 all drivers dying in traffic accidents were screened for alcohol, illicit drugs and a selection of medicinal drugs most of them with effects on the central nervous system. 

Material and methods: In total 293 deceased drivers were undergoing a forensic autopsy. Peripheral blood (femoral blood) was analysed with standard methods in use at the laboratory.

Results: In 140 of  those the performed tests were positive for one or more substances. 

The by far most common finding was alcohol which was found in 80 of the deceased drivers. Men dominated (only 5 were females) and the alcohol level varied from 0.1 to 4.6 promille. Among illicit drugs amphetamines and THC dominated with 11 individuals positive for amphetamines, 5 of which were also positive for THC. One driver was tested positively for cocaine/bensoylecognine. Only two individuals were positive for morphine in low concentrations, one had a concentration of codeine indicating legal intake of codeine and the other was tested positive for ethylmorphine indicating intake of a cough remedy. 

Bensodiazepines were found in 9 cases, diazepam the dominating finding. All of those testing positively for bensodiazepines except 2 also were positive for illicit drugs mainly amphetamines.

Conclusions: In more than a third of drivers deceased in traffic accidents in Sweden alcohol and or drugs (illegal and legal) were found. Alcohol was the commonest finding. Among illicit drugs amphetamines and THC were the most frequent findings.
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