DRUGS AND DRIVING

M. Moeller

Institute of Legal Medicine, Saarland University, D-66421 Homburg/Saar, Germany 

In industrialized and highly motorized countries male drivers up to the age 24 are more than twice as likely to be involved in automobile accidents compared to their percentage of the driving population. One of the major goals in traffic safety is, to prevent or reduce the risk of causing accidents, by this group of drivers. Use of alcohol and illegal drugs by young drivers are the most important additional causes of accidents with injured or killed traffic participants. Besides the impairment approach to sanction driving under the influence, a zero limit tolerance, with administrative punishments has been introduced in several European countries. It will be interesting to observe the development of traffic safety among young male drivers in these countries and to compare it with other attempts. In the symposium, the different approaches, including epidemiology and profiles of drug action will be presented.
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