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Hair, fingernails, saliva, sweat and other alternative specimens provide useful information on the source, time and amount of drug use in postmortem investigation of drug-involved death.  In the living person hair, fingernail, saliva or even sweat may be more acceptable to the donor and less invasive in collection of specimens for testing for drugs.  Alternative specimens are safer to collect than blood and less embarrassing than urine.  Saliva may be collected at the roadside or the bedside and tested immediately.  This symposium invites reports of advances in technology for testing hair, saliva, sweat and other alternative specimens, reports of the pharmacology and pharmacokinetics of drugs in alternative specimens to improve interpretation of analytical results, and any case reports of the practical use of alternative specimens.

(spiehleraa@aol.com)

