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The analysis of doping agents in sport and drugs of abuse in general have become important areas of present analytical toxicology.  Both share the need for specific methods of analysis and  the incorporation of international standards of quality. Usually methods must be developed and validated in order to demonstrate concentrations of analytes above a given threshold, although sensitivity requirements used to be stronger in the anti-doping field. Strict administrative  and chain of custody requirements are being added to the classical analytical skills for this kind of work. Both the incorporation of biological matrices (hair, sweat,...) for investigation, additionally to classical urine and blood, and new strategies for distinction of exogenously administered hormones  from their natural analogues (i.e. in sports drug testing) are important topics worth of being also discussed.
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