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The scope of work undertaken by today’s forensic toxicologist has grown dramatically from what it was some 10 – 15 years ago.  We have witnessed the development of powerful technological advances and have adapted these to provide us with analytical capabilities that only a few years ago we could only dream about. As we shall hear during other programmed sessions in this conference we are now able to analyse a wide range of tissues such as hair, oral fluid and sweat in addition to those tissues such as blood, liver and urine that have been the traditional mainstay of our speciality.  Automation has allowed to us increase throughput and improve analytical timeliness and powerful analytical instrumentation such as GC/MS, MS/MS and LC/MS have become routine tools to enable us to detect ever decreasing quantities of drugs and poisons in case samples.  The one area in which we have seen less progress and in which I note a constant communication dialogue on the TIAFT member’s e-mail system is that concerning the interpretation of results.  There is little to be gained from access to increased analytical capability if the results that are produced cannot be used effectively or interpreted.  This introductory lecture will therefore consider some of the interpretative problems facing the forensic toxicologist and explore how a Casework Assessment and Interpretation model might be used to assist us to maximise the value of our investigations. 
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